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Theſe Vnſcaſonable Times. 


VVherein is ſet forth the dan- 


er of this Sin-fick Nation, for 
which Almighty God hath (in part } 
atflited us with grievous judge- 


ments,and will ( without timely r& 
pentance) bring to utter ruine. 


Very fitting for all men to reade , 
and make uſc of, 


HoO$BA 13. 


Thy deſtruction i of thy ſelfe_. 


Printed in the Yeere, 
"Md DC XIIF. 


py 


by 


PSAL. 107. 34- 


[ He turneth] a fruitfull Land into 
barrenneſſe for the Wickedneſſe of 
them that dwell therein. 


SS E have here in my Text 

Ved as in much of the 
GY world, a woful change, 
© - wrought by a power- 
full author, and upon a juſt merit: 
The change of a fruitful Land in-| 
to barrenneſle the author,G o », 
the almighty arbiter of the world, 
He turneth, the merit, the wickedneſſe 
of the inhabitants. "Theſe three then 
muſt be the meaſure of my 
tongue, and your cares, the change, 
; ' A the 
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(2) 
| rhe Author, the Merit. In the change 
|you ſhall ſeethe A& and the Sub- 
ject. For the firſt: All theſe earthly 
things haye their turnes; the 
whole World is the proper region 
of mutability. I know not whe- 
ther I ſhould exempt heaven it 
ſelfe. Even there finde a change, 
of Motion, of Face, of Quality; 
Motion whether by conſiſtence, 
or retrogradation, Sun (tand thou 
ſtull m Gibeon, and thou Moone in the 
vally of Aialon,loſ 12, 10. There was 
a change in not moving, And for 
Retrogradation , 'Fhe ſhadow went ||| x 
back ten degrees in the diall of Ahaz, n 
Ej.38.8. A.change of Face, the Sun\[|f] 
was darkned, Luc. 23. 45. when the; 
Sun of righteouſneſſe was eclip-n 
led, and ſhall be ſo againe ere hea 
breake forth in full glory : Thenlſg 
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E (3) 
ſhall the Sun be darkned , the Moone 
ſhall loſe her light, the Starres ſhall fall 

heaven, and the powers of heaven 
ſhall be ſhaken Mat.24.29. A change 
of quality; what need I feare to a- 
ſcribe that to this glorious frame, 


4 when the ſpirit of God can tell us; 


; veſture thou ſhalt change them, and they 


[jj of theſe greater lights, the Moone, 


che making up of a-juſt and icom- 


They ſhall waxe old as a garment, as a 


ſhall be changed. In the meane time 
outeyes can tell ys,that the ſecond | 


isthe very,embleme of mutabili- 
ty; never looking upon us. twiſe 
with the ſame.face; there is-no 
|moneth paſſeth over us , wherein 
ſhee is notboth new and old, to 


mon riddle,that norexceedibg the 
age of 28, daies, ſhee is yet noleſle 
old then, the-world, ever. filling| 
" My  - nl 
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'and waning, and like-the true i-| 
mage of all murtability, never ſo 
blotted as in her greateſt bright- 
riefle. | nw} 

Yea, what need we doubt to a- 
ſcribe ſome change to theſe mate-| 


» 
# 


riall heavens; when if we looke to 
the inſide of them, we ſhall findeſſ 
that there hath been the greateſt} 
—_ inthe very Angells, and} 


|for their preſent condition, thath} 
though the eſſence of the glorious} 
ſpirits there, be immurable from} 
.| within, having nothing in them 
[that may worke their diſſolution 
or change, yet that we cannot ſay} 
they"are immutable from with-[| 
out ; ſince if that power whichſ 
gavethem being, ſhould with-ſ| 
draw his hand,they conld not be.ſ]- 
It is the perfection of God only, [|! 


ORF! 
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|| [co be abſoluely-inakerable, and 


as to work freely, Lotobee nece(.” 
| larily: {o as our ſubtile Bradwardine 
maincaines that ens -weceſſaruan is 
the firſt arrnbute of God, that can 
{fall under our notion: And even 
[of this moſt gjorious, infinite, and 


def|only perfect and abſolure being, 


| we may ſafely (though in all aw- 
[full axdrmeg.4 ; with Greeory, 
| Mutat ſententiam, non mutat conjilium, 
{| He changerhhisthrearned doom, 
|Þuc never his 'decree. Bur; how 
1 are weflowne ere We Were 4- 
ware, methinkes I heare the An- 


[gel ſpeakers mea: to Efdras; Thy 


| gore too fayre m this "world, 
land | thinkeft thou to canprebend the 

ant Vi 
{I]-/--Caſt weour oyes rathet downe 
co. thelower orbes of elementary 
A 4  "pAx- | 
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mixture; here is nothing to be ſcen | 
butin aperpetuall gyre of muraci- 
on; the elements thar are partners 
in quality, interchange with each 
other in-{ubſtance, the mixed bo- 
| dies.can Ha more ſtand ſtill then 
the heaven whereby they arc go- 
yerned;, for as that Sun never 
holds' one minute in one. place, 
never. day walkes the ſame 


round;,no moredoe thele inferior 
bodies continue one: moment. in 
the ſameeſtate, but ever altering, 
either growing upto their (<zun) 
the verticall point of their being, 
or coming towards: their cor- 


ruption; inſomuch: as Phyſitians 
obſerve, that every. ſeaven years 
this body of ours is\quite another 
from it {elfe, and; ina continuall 
renewing of ſupplies, or degrees 
of decaies. | And 


| m——_ dying: And if ye match 
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| 


And if ye looke upon the grea-| 


ter bodies, the. Sea and the Earth, 
ec ſhall ſee chat the ſea is ever eb- 
ing and flowing, and will want 
waves ere it want motion; 'The 


earth, which. of all viſible things 


| 


hath the ſtyle of coſtancy {terra que 
nnunquam movebitur ] yet metiines| 
feels the motion of Trepidation 
in her vaſt body : The earth ſhook 
and trembled, and the foundations of 
the hills moved, and were ſhaken, Þ/al. 


18.7. And alwaies inthe ({urface 


of it feeles the motion of ſenſible 


mutation;the domeſtiques where- 
of, as all vegetative and ſome ſen-! 
firive creatures, and the Lords 
thereof, acicnsll creatures, are eC- 


ver as moving, as the earth is (till: 
ever breeding, - borne, growing, 


theſe 
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Us = - | 
theſe two together , ye ſhall ſeef1 
how the Sea andthe Farth win © V 
each other; it is full ride now, 
where there was a goodly crop: [lc 
and where the oxe grazed, there ſc 
the whaleſwims; How have wee 
ſcene ſteeples to ſtand in thole li-(r, 
-_ — in ſtead of maſts, | 
& again the plough to goe, where || (c 
the hip ar Galea! : it 
| _ Andasitis thus in the framef[y 
of nature, (o of policy too, thoſe ſg 
| great and famous Monarchies of tt 
the world what ever precious |ſſ 
| merall , their bead, ſhoulders, waſt, 
' have beeneof; 'yer their feet have ſ| y 
been of day, and are gone into | fe 
duſt;Civility arts, foverainty have, [| 0 
in an imitation of the Suns ſl 
courſe, gone from Faſt to Weſt, [| f 
{and will no where be fixed , cill | 


== they 
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(9) _ 
lee they be overtaken with the laſt re. 


OT yolution. | 
w,l In vaine therefore ſhall wee 
P: look for conſtancy upon earth; 
ereflook how poſlible it is for a man 
7eefſthat ſtands, fortune-like, "upon a 
li-Jround tolling ſtone ina ſmooth 
ts, {floore to be { ſteddy in his poſture, 
cre ſo poſſible it is for us to be ſetled} 
in an unchangeable condition, 
ne | whiles we are upon this ſpheare 
ole of variableneſſe. Can we think: 
of that the world ſhall move, and' 
us If wee ſtand ſtill? Were the Sun the 
ft, || center of motion , and the carth' 
vVe| whirled about in this vaſt circum-| 
tO | | ference, could we make account 
'e, fl| of reſt? Andif in our own parti- 
ns cular , we could either ſtay our! 
|, ||foot, or ſhiftic ar pleaſure, mew! 
ill] wichſtanding thar inſenfible rap- 


ey | ture 


a 
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ture (as the Ant may 'creepe the 
contrary way to the violent cir= 
cumvolution of the wheele ) yer 
we mult neceſlatily bee-\wayed 
with - that univerſall ſwinge © 
{murabiliry ; wherewith all crea-({! 
rures are. carried: forcibly abour. 
The moſt :laſting' Kingdomes 
therefore have had. their periods;| 
and of themoſt{etled goverment, 
Gods hand-writing-upon the wall| 
goes ſo farre as tolay;, Mcne, mene,|f 
thy dayes arenutnbred; Oh the fickle- 
neſle of this earthly glory and pro- 
{perity! Oh the glafly ſplendor o 
all humane greatneſle; crackt with 
atouch, witha fall broken! who 
would- ſer, his heart upon theſe 
unſtable felicicies >- Doe ye not! 


of| 


he hath raiſed a large bubble out; 


— 


ſmile ar the child , which when| 


(1) 


of his wallouc-ſhell, joyes in that 
acry globe, and. wonders at the 


M0 & leaves nothing buta little froa- 


Jare wee, whiles we dote upon 


| cauſcd itto be proclaimed, that he 
[[had. nothing lefr him bur his 


goodly colours he ſces in it, which 
whiles he 1s ſhowing his owne 
face and his play-fellowes in that 
ſleight reflection, vaniſhes away, 


thy ſpittle behind ir? ſo ridiculous 


theſe fugitive contentments. "The 
captive Prince inthe ſtory, noted 
well when he lookt back upon 
the charet of his proud victor, 
that ſtill one ſpoake of the wheele 
went downe as ancther roſe; 
Think of the world as it is, O yee 

reat Ones, it turnes round, and ſo 
doeall things in ir. Great Saladine 


winding-ſheer. The famous Ge- 
nerall 


— 


| (43) 

nerall that thriſe reſcued Rome, 
came toDate oboli Beliſario,one f1n-F® 
gle half-penny to Belliſarius. Take 
your turnes then for thele carthly ſt 
preeminences, but look at them 
fill as perifhing; and if you ayme F* 
atreſt, looke for it aboyeall thele| 
whirling orbes of the viſible hea-|ſ. 
'vens; fay of that Empyreall hea-|fſ* 
ven,as God ſaid of the holy of ho-| -1 
lies which was the figure of it, Hic| 
 requies mea in aternum, Here ſhall be 
my reſt for ever : there as Bernard ||: 


well, is the true day that nerver ſets, 
; 


[yea there is the perpetuall high- 


o 


96-— of that day, which admits 
no ſhadow. Oh then over-look 
all theſe ſublunary vanities; ſet 
your afftions on things above, 
not on things on the earth ; ſeek 
thole things which are above, 
where 


| —_ 
chere Chriſt ſ1tteth at the right 
and of God; There only ſhall 
you find true reſt, and conſtant 
lory. This for the at} of the turn- 


ing, the termes or ſubjeſt of it fol- 
lowes ; 4 fruitfull land into barren- 


©; Meſſe. 
le] Driloſophy hath wont to teach 


4-18 
ſuis that every change is tothe con- 
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A- tap pay 
> trary; here it is fo, plainly, Fruzt- 
7: #jwl into barren, yea into the ab- 


be {tract Barrenneſſe it ſelfe: Small al- 
-4 [cations are not noted; the grow- 
+. |[ingof the grafle, the daily decli- 
4 {ning into age,though not without 
:-c (2 kind of change, are inſenſible; 
Jk (ut for 4aroxs dry rod to be bud- 
ded, bloſſomed, almoned in a 


[cd priſoner to become gray hea- 
ded by morning; for the flouriſh- 


; ing 


night; for the vigorous, and cur-} 
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ing Pentapolis , to be rurned ſud- 


i 
{ 
{ 
| of the heart. The beſt beauty de-ſſ, 
c 
\ 


| greenne 
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dainly into fulphurous heapes, 
and {alr-pits, theſe things fill chef 


e, not without an aſtoniſhmenth 


caies by leaſure , but fora fleſhy 
[doll at the Court, to become fud- 
dainly a leprous Miriam, is a plainf f 
judgement; "Thus, when the faireſy 
face of the earth, ſhall be turnedſſ;, 
from a youthly and flouriſhing, 
a , Into a parched, andfſ,, 
withered deformity ; the leaves] 


| which are the hayres, fall off, and 


give way to a loathſome baldJjr 
neſſe; the towred Cities , whichſ 
arethe chaplers and dreſſes of thatſtr, 
head, are torne downe, and turnec 
to rubbiſh; the fountaines and ri 
vers, which are the cryſtalline huJte: 


mours of thole eyes,are dryed up; 
| the 


— — — 
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the ſurface; which is theskin of 
thar great body, is-chopped, and 
chinked: wich drought;and burno 
| up with hear; thole {weet waters 
of heaven, and thote balmy-drops 

NYE of fatnefle wherewith. it was| 

d-J wonr to be belprinkled, are re- 
ſtrained, and bave given place to 
unwholſomeſcrenenefle, and kill- 

ed ing vapors:'thortly, that pampe- 
ngI red plenty, wherewith it was glur- 
andfſzed, isrurned into' a pinching 
veil want, this change is not more ſen- 
andF ſible, then :wofull. Ic-is a'great 
aldJ judgement: this of /barrenneſle, 

CH the curſe of the diſappointing fig- 

that tree was but this; Never fruit grow 

ned more on:thee; as contrarily, the crea- 

_ NlJeure - was bleſſed. ins no other 

huJrtearmes then Creſcite & multiplicami- 

UupJn, Increaſe and maltiply. "A barren 


th lth. Y 
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womb.-was Michels plague, fot her 
atdevotion. It. was held 
by Abimelec_ no ſmall judgement 
that Godinflicted on him in clo- 
fing up all the wombs of the 
houſe of Abimelec, and therefore it 
is ſaid Abrahem prayed, and God hea- 
led Abimelec,and his wife, and bus maid- 
fervants.: And ſurely as the lewes 
| held this the reproch among wo- 
[men (though ours. have not the 
lame opinion, nor the ſame rea- 
ſon) Lac.1.25: (in ſo much as Canta 
| fteriis had been a ſtrange word 
Ep. 54-1. were it not for 
which followerh, 'The deſolate ſhallflil 
have more children then the married;)Im 
Sorthis is epprobrium terre , the re u 
of our common mother; 
an unbearung womb, and dry breſts,Ofe ſw 
944: Whar followes hence, burſge 


mile- \ 
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her 
eld 


miſctable famine, leannefſt- of 
body, languiſhing of ſtrarigth, 
ent] hollownefle of cyes , drinefle of 
lo-f bones, blacknes of skin,wringing 
theſſ of mawes, gnawing and clinging 
ettof guts, andin the end, the pule 
rea-Þf borſe of death followes the | black 
aid-Ji borſe of famine,Revel. 6.8. And Thofe 
vesfi that are ſlame by the ſword. are better 
vo-ſltheu they that gre flaine with hunger, 
theſLament. 4. 9.. Yet let me tell you, 
ea-fby the way, the carthly and exter- 
mtafnall barrennefle- is nothing to the 
rd figward and.fpirituall; where che 
hatſheart is barren @f grace, whereithe 
half life is barren of gaoad works; che 
d;)[manis not nare to curiing;bur is 
re-[uaderit; 'Yektiow who faid Gove 
er wedbudrenar gfe Tdye, Gen.y0.1; It 
Ye. was an over pailionate ward of 2 
outhgopd woman, 'many a one:ives, 
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'andthat with lefſegriefe and cate; 
and:more caſc, without them; ſhe; 

| might: have lived happy thougt 
| untruitfull , bur ſurely a barrenſ. 
| MM ſoule is-both miſerable and dead: & 
Mi | ly ; God ſayes of it as the Lord off}, 
I'll the ſoyle ſaid of the fruicleſle figY,, 

Wd tree, Exſcindatur,Cut it up,wby keepet 
ll | | it the ground barren? If then wee c 
| F . |findour-felves in this condirieny ,, 
il lerus doe as Solomon (ayes the fafy 
l| | ſhion is of the barren womb , cryſ,, 
I'l Give, Give, and nevet leavcimporJ;, 
0 runare craving till-we finde they 
il twins of grace ſtriving in the ; 
to womb of our ſoules. - = f- 
| Bur yet if a dry Arabian delert}, 
| yeeld nota ſpire of graſle; or'rhefſ; 
| | whitiſh ſands of Egypt ( whereſ, 
Niaetoucheth not) yeeld nothing], 
bur their Suhit and Gazul (fir for, 
| the. 
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Acid hefurnace, notthemourh ; or if 
Jome ill-nator'd waſt , yeeld Ho-. 
> Fching butheath and furres,we ne- 
*; Iver wonder at it; theſe doe bur 
Icheir kinde, Bur fora fruickult land 
F:obe turned to barrennefle;as/n 
Juncouth thing;: the very! excollen- 
"cy of it aggravatesthe ſhame.:And 
Jlurely God would' notdoe'ir it it 
wete not. werm = he: cn 
| not out o glimmerin ur 
= of:darknelle; he: Cxchen not 
Jindifferent, bringadd- out: of:evill; 
"XJ Wee weak agents (Hiich-alloam: 
dg all; and other volumary: are) de- 
R ſcend b degrees fram an exretne, 
0 bythe ſtairesof2 mearie;and (char 
"Jotc-rimes ſenſible murarion;God, 
whos moſt rfree and- infinite, is 
If not tycd to out termes, he can an 

fo ahinftanc turne/faire into. foule; 


the. B 3 Fruit- 


—— 
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Frag) :4nto-:bavren \ light i intg 
| darkriefie, ſomethiog , yea: all 
chingsirnmo nothing, Preſent fruit} 
| fulcicſls thereforeis no ſecurity a+ 
gainſifurure barrenneſle. Itisth 
tollyoftatore rwthink it ſelfe up 
or-/tew>ſleight: grounds ſure of 
4vhlcirhach.” Near movebor, David 
confoſſes, was his-note once, butf | 
| kefahedha ngediand-fo ſhall 
wet 2iThou. af .nch' in” | 
CT ——_— wasin. pros 
viiom;anddaiſtyfpale take thy \eafe; 
fe hana ont «lk 
a ecurity;thon: h 
a Crab and mai 
—_— "w-heare, Stalte, bac noft 
Thaneit:mch - in profeſſion < 
Graves Was'any man tmore offici: 
otisthen Demas?yer he ſoon fell cs 
imbrice-the preſear world , with 
2: 4.1 Me a 


(21) 
anegle&t of the future. Think not 
now thatTI am falling in'with our 
late Excutifidjians , to'teach that a 
|rrue, ſolid, radicated: faving faich 
may berorally, finally:Joſt; no,-[| 
hate the motion: it is prefamption 
that I raxe, not well grounded af: 


.1] | furance; preſumption of ourward 
profeſſion , and priviledges , not | : 


aflurance of the Fwadd _— of 
|grace. Preſume not, o vaine man, 
|| of what thou wert;) or whac thow 
$]haft. Devills were Angells, Hie- 
f{cuſalem 'was the h Cir: L 
Rome was: for. her faith: ar 
through all:the werld,: | 
of | oe to Aritt, to: Ariel thexb's oy. | 
David dwelt, Eſ129. 1. 'Our owne! 
£34 [once good (eftare; may aggravate 
our milery, can never-{ecure _ 
an :Son of mui} what ſhall 
B 4 


become 


s : Eo 4 - 
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Ds EE mamas 


* | hecomie of| tbe wme of. all plants? (faich 
{the Prophet) The more noble ir; 
|is.che- worleit ſpeeds, if Eruitleſle 
| Oh lketus-notbe high-minded, bur} 


| Bc 13. '9. phets wards, the glnry of ( hurchec, 


feare. England was 6nce,yea late: | 
was, perhaps is:flil}; the moſt 
uriſhing;: Churchv:under | hea- 
ven;that I may take up; the Pro: 


the beauty of :excellency; whar it may 
| be, whatit will be, if we fall fi} 
into diſtractions! and : various 
Sets, God knowes; and-it is not 
hard for men to foreſee: Surely; 
if we grow: into that! Acarchicall 
faſhion.of [adependent:chngregations, | 
which E-ſoe;/and laments lee,af.| 
fected by.rao many, \not- without | 
wofull- ſuccefſe ; weiaregone; we 
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arg loſk ina; moſt -naz(erable CON-; 


fuſion; we ſhall be;\as when Godi| X 
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(a) Wi 
| overthrew Sodome and Gomorrah, [Efay. 0. 20, | 
rf and it ſhall be with us, as the Pro-j* 
phet ſpeakes of proud, and glori- 
I ons Babylon, The. ſhepheards ſhall not 
make their fold here; wild beafts of the 
Mare: ſhall-lye here, axdow houſes fhall 

I be-full of dolefull creatures, and owles 
hall dwell and ſatyres ſhall danct ther e, 

; [and the wild beaſts of the Iflands ſhall 
cry :in: our defolate palaces: I take no 
pleature (God :knowes) to. omi- 
nate 111 ro my deare nation,:and 

; {{dearer mothier”- the Church. of 
England, for whoſe welfare and 

happineſſc could contemne my 

-Fowne life bur fpeake it ira true 

[Porrow. nagn hear to perceive” our 

t [danger , and'1n'/ a zealous pre- 
[caution to prevent it. Ol God, in: 
thoſe hands the hearts of. Princes 
Hall the fons'of men are,to ture 
them 


c——__— 
+ Cs 


—_ an. th ted A het Mie. x mea.” ed 


 [nictousaires,or 


— 


them, as the rivers of waters, putitin 
to the heart of our King and Par 
liament, to take ſpeedy order for 
the ſuppreſſi on of this wild va 
riety. of Sets, and lawlefle inde 
pendencies erc it be too. late. 'Thu: 
much for the ſubjeFand termes tof 
this\change; The agent -followes 
He turneth. | 

- Never: was there any fterili 
whereof there may not be acai 


kindly, parching with drought or 
dreaching with wer , or nipping 


withfroſty or blating with per 
with mil 


dewes,; :or , ſome miſ-accident of 
the place, inundatipns of waters, 
incurfions and [| ' 

{ddaine mortalities of Sas inlet 
biranrs, or ſome macurall faulc ir 


en , 


_t] the 


given,: Either, the ar nn N- 


CE — =. 


© 8 » 
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(25) 


the foyle, or miſdemeanure of the 
owners; idleneſſe, ill-husbandry, 
Yin miſcinding, neglect of meet 


burwhateverbe the ſecond cauſe, 
weare ture whois the' fitſt, He 
tarneth': T5 there any evill_ in! the City 
and be bath not: done it? Alds, what 
. Pare all ſecondary cauſes; Guras Y 
i raany liveleſle puppets? there iS 
J divine hand unſcene;| rhar ſticres: 
Fthe wires, and purs upon them all 


gf aid of Pilate, we may'fay. of all 
the adtiveſd inſtraments both of 
earth, and hell, Thou: coldeſt have: 


' thee fromaboye. 

_ --'Is Z/cph: fold to the Mercharts 
= by chevillany of his envious bre- 
; park The Lord fent me: before you, 
_ Gen. 1 


helps, unculture, ill choyce of (ced; 


| 


Their motion: ſo as''our Saviour: | 


"[ 10 power over mee joe itawere given | 


— 


(26) "= 
| Gen. 51. Doc-the Chaldeans and Sa. 


| beans feloniouſly drive away the 
heards of Job, doth the Devill by a 
Foe rm bluſter- downe 
the houſe ob him ofhis chil- 
dren? The Lord hath taken bob. 1- 
a man ſlaine, by chance-medly, 
the'axe-head_. ſlipping. from br 
helve? Dommus tree So —_ 
they bea&s of nature, of will, 
caſualry;. whether done, by natu- 
rall agents, by voluntary, by caſu-] 
all, by ſi upernarurall, Digttus Dei) 
eſt bic, He turneth. What can all 0-1 
cher cauſcs either doe; or be with-| 
out him,'who is che originall of| 
all entity, and cauſality? - | 
There is much wiſdome and| 
juſtice -in diſtinguiſhing cauiſes| 


of, ou ſome have failed, they 


have 


; 
: 
: 
ol 


& giving-cach their owne; -where-|l 


wy, Hy ot Wye his, YY 8 woes 


——————— I P A, mr 62 


= od 


— 


| 


i 
o b 


{have run into injurious, and fran- 
tick extrems: Whiles, on the one 


\{[haveaſcribed all ro Gods agency, 
Fland immediate cauſes, not look- 


Widence; We muſt walk warily be- 
Ficwixt both, yeelding the neceſſa- 
| —_— of ſubordinate means, 


${crofſed m thy defignes and expe- 


—  -- 


fide; wild and ignorant hereticks 


without acknowledging ſeconda- 
ry cauſes; on the other, Atheous 
fooles aſcribe all to the ſecond, 
ing up to the hand of an over- 


ing, and all-contriving provi- 


mp oyed by the divine wiſdome; 
and adoring that infinite wil- 


dome, and power , which both | 


q |produces,and imployes thole ſub- 


ffordinate. means to his own holy 


Ppurpoles. 'Tell mee then, artchou 


Ration ? Blame not diſtempers 


Cee. 


——— —_ 


of 


—— 


(28) 
 oftimes,. diſappointment of un.ſſof 

| dertakings, intervention-of crofle-fye 
accidents;thisis, as ſome {hifringſſ 
Alchymiſtrhar caſts albthe faulc off 
his miſ-ſuccefſe, upon his glafſle,m 
or his furnace, but kiſle that  invi- 
ſtble hand of-power, which di- 
{poſeth of all theſe ſublunary e-f 
vents, if againſt thy will, yet ac- 
cording to his owne. Evenina-j 
ture it ſelfe will teach us to reduce 

all ſecond cauſes to the firſt. Be-| 
held (faith the Lord) 1 will heare thefp1 
heavens, they ſhall heare the earth, the 
earth ſhall heare the corne, wine, oyle;| 
and they ſhall heare Ifrael, Lo hereis| 
aneceſlary ſcale whereof no ftafte}h 
can be milfing: How: ſhould [{-|ſſtc 
| rae live without corne,wine,oyle? ||| 91 
how ſhould the corne, wine, ſit 
oyle,be had without theyeeldance [at 


of | 


(29) 


The earth? how ſhould the carth earth 
mY cceld theſe without the influence 
ngſſof heaven? how can heaven yeeld 
- offfcheſe influences without the com- 
mand of the maker? Oſe.2.21,. 
When I micct. therefore with 
aquerulous husbandman; he tels 
e-ſmecof a churliſh ſoyle, of a wet 
ic-{ſced-time, of a greene winter, of 
2a- an unkindly ſpring, of a luke- 
ceflwarme ſummer, of a bluftrin 

2e-Mautumne; but I tell him of a dil- 


81” 


he pleaſed God, who will be ſureco| 


he |[contrive and fetch abour all ſea- 
le; ſons, and elements to. his awn 


is | moſt wiſe drifis and purpoſes. 


|: Thou arr a Merchant , what | 


[| telleſt thou mee of croſle winds, 
2 of Michael-mas flawes,of ill wea- ! 
\{thers, of che watting of the Arch-| 
| angels —_ when thou ous 

Y 


md 


- _— RE IECEIIIIIIY 


\ 039) 
by the Grecian promontory of ted 

dious  becalmings, -of | pyraticaif 
hazards, of falſhood: in tradeff 
breaking of cuſtomers, craft: ani 
undermining of interlopers , a 
theſe areſet on by heaven to-in 
poveriſh thee. 

"Thow art a Courtier and hal 
laid a- plot to riſe; if obſequiou 
ſervility to che great; if thole gift 
* [inthe boſome ; which our blu 
Anceſtors would have - termet 
Bribes; if plauſible ſfuppalparions 
if (- reſtlefſſle importunities wil 
hoylethce, thou wilt mount: B 
ſomething theres that clogs thyſdo 
heele, or blocks thy way ; cithaſſful 
. {ome ſecret -detrator hath: forfſSo 
laid thee by a whiſpering miſ-infſp 
tmation; or ſome miſ-conſtructithe 
on of thy well-meant offices hathfmi 
drawnef- 


(31) 


# 


[or the envy of ſome powerfull 
Ml corrivall trumps in thy way, and 
(holds thee off from thine already 
ſwallowed honor; There'is an 
hand \above that manageth all 
this; What are we but the Keyes 
_of this great inſtrument of- the 
ou world, which he touches ar plea- 
16 fure, depreſſing ſome, whiles o- 
unſſthers riſe, and others againeſtand 
neQ ſtill? | | 
ns Yea, let me make higher in- 
vilgſtances of you men of State, thar 
B 
thyldomes, and by your wiſe and aw- 
hefffull' arbicrements decree ( under 
orJSoveraignty ) of either warie pr| 
infpeace, & cither take up or ſlacken 
tithe raynes of Commerce, lo fra- 
xhiming the many whecles' of this 


|drawne thee into unjuſt ſuſpition, 


{way the great affaires of King-| 


| ——__ —— 


nef C vaſt 


—————_— 


__6) 
| valt engine that.all. may-.moveſ|.; 
happily together; you may; rack 
your braines , and. enlarge . yo 
forraine intelligences, and caſt inf]; 
the ſyraboles of your prudenifſſ]; 
contributions to the commonlſ] - 
welfare , but know withall, Fra- 
ſtramſt Dominus, let your proje 
be never fo faire, your treaties, ne: 
ver ſo wile and cautious, your en 
terpriſes never {o hopelull, if he 
doe but blow upon them , they 
are vaniſhed. The race is not to the 
ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong , no 
yet bread to the wiſe, Eccleſ.g.11. 

What fhould we doe then, but 
look up to that Almighty hand 
. [that ſwayeth all theſe ſublunary 

| yea and celeſtiall affaires? It is the 

weake faſhion of faoliſh childreafſjo 
|roaſcribe all their kindneſles, by 
FW = - dil-: 


i ms — 


/ 
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| (6 | 

| diſconcenss-to/the-,pexr; Eaule; 3,If 
| ood befall them, it is the; Ah 
J|r:9 whom, they-ate- behaldtn for 
| cheir coate, the: Conſeftianaty for 
cheir {weet-meats , not, their. pa- 
Il rents who pay. for all cheſs 3 A- 
Tf gaine, if the knife bs taken. away 
[from them;the -Servantis blamed 
Þ and beaten. withe their feeble but 
angry hand, 'ngt the- mother that 

* befcommanded; i it; yea it is thebris 
Y th faſhion of unreaſonable Crea- 
Teures £o run after, and-bite-the | 

| one, not regarding the; hand chat 
threw it. Wee Chriſtians ſhould 
have more wit; and. fince,we 
{know that natare it felfo 1s-Ng = 
MAther then Gods ordinance. off ſe- 
Jcond caules, and chanee isrlut at 
| J's prance of the tae cauſes; and 
ur freelk wills! are over-ntled by 
7 þ {89 C 2 the] 


—_—_— 


_ 
| lithefirft mover; oh lettis improve F 
Jour reaſon and Chriſtianity: ſoff 
much; asito acknowledge the (e- 
cret, butmolt certaine hand of an 
-omnipotent agent, in all the oc 
. | curremts'of che world, for certain- 
ly therecannotbea greater injury 
| |ro thegreat King of heaven' and 
earth, then to ſuffer ſecond cauſes 
to run away with the honor 0 
the firſt, whether in good or c- 
vill. 

Secondly, what ſhould we dc 
bur kifſe the rod, and him thatYjj 
{mites with it, patiently receiving þc 
all chaſtiſements from the handſſ,g 
of a powerfull, wiſe, juſt God! 
Had weto doe with an agenc leſſe}};h 
then omnipotent, we might per-({, 
haps think of him 'as one aid offij 
the Egyptian © Magitians , Theyf|; 
could} 


” 


ES RS5S 9 n0 tbiga = 


_—__ 
_— — 


ry 


= 


JV | could hut; t;» but they could. not. 
. | heale; chiey cofild doe cyill;bitenor 
e- | good; or: we might feare>Jome- 
[thing mighs hetide | us againſt; be- 


-E cannot . goe beyond. rheir- "QWne 


fide, withouthis will;fnireagents: 


Ir) pheare;|weertche power of: great 


nd Princes: þg dax &; - the wills, | 


ef none of cheir: deſigneviShpuld be| 


oiff ineffectuallt-Or ; had Wwerto doe 


[ E- 


O18 otra 
loe tink 'might-be over-veachi 


nathY his! plox':f, Botnow that rc 


NgE power and: ,wiſdome dre the very 


ndſ fence of God; ler us, what: ever: 


dd? we doc; ar may befallus, take up 
ſleÞthar holy reſolution! of oy Eh, 


er- ſs the Lord, let hindon-90 Jeemeth| 


| o ' »I. "Samy; 18: 
7h ; vein the meane. time let'not 
8 


CITES 


_ potyrfull agent that _ 


| 


_C3 hoſe|__| 


—————— ——— 


CY 


| hole rrioked wreches ;by whoſe 


| ovwne' 


|Hhallch CIGE zCa th 


& the ift-God' thinks 
wed toſcoury&his wwne, com 
fork cfiomielyes wei the hop pe of 
an iypuiry; becauſe! 2reunt 
femme mar op in'his mon 
No, they are no whiothe: rr 
inti beeae:Gbdibeas hi 
tr zheit- boatice, neither 


vs Oo elly5 HongGot 
{hin Arps lo 


— 
-— -— 


their-6wne IC acl fake ad if 
Godb wear, vhewGbdtrark ſuf 


——— 


|4tirs he ie/lecivee: pars 
| whhich 9536 feckesfrom God is 
|thouſkndurimies 'oledrochi #h 
{fire of that weachwwwohicheo1/ 


fic j-86crawne blood 
oor bob rrizche caſts: 


,[ooles fron: m"— —_ 
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Ne bikes have his hy _ m_ in 

AITICEE s$ OWNne and 1n plague- 
- ing hoſt char afflicted Ss She 

mY envy is equallin both; He turn. 
1 th a Purfultoud into barronefſ Hi- 
n&2({hefco the agent; now followes the 
: 1 meritirg cauſe: of 'this change , The 


i 


hi vickedugÞ of them that dwell therein. 
»1God13 anabfolute Lord, Doms- 

«1 terra , he .isnhot accountable 

(67 any: reaſ6n of his change: whe- 


8 


7 1 needs yo other ground to be given| 
: off but; Q9ia volwrtzand even ſoitis in| 


this ſtirring peece, _—_ which 
ol we carry . cn . Why this 
ar Gd, > or thoſe Cr are ſterile, 
ig (bat Fruirfull yea, why this, or chat 
afoulc is fo, he needs not give any 
reaſon buthis will, yet ſo far doth 
dad Jhecondeſcend'to us,as to impart 
vill. C4 to 


ther of barreneſle. or plenty, .there| 


| 


io 


(38) 
ro ukariaccount-of che ground « 
his proceedings;Mean ſuffreth for bi 
fin, (aith theProphet, and the earth 
ſuffreth here for the: wickedneſle 
of the' inhabitants: Evermore,God 
hath ſome motive fortheinfliting 
of evil;As itis inthe main point of 
a mans eternal eſtate,Mans Salvati- 
on is,ex mero beneplacito; T be gift of 
Gods eternal life;but his daranation 
is never withouracauſe in mi; T he 
foule thay ſinneth (hal dy:So it isin thi 
caſe 'of: defer good 'orevill, when 
God ſpeakes of turning wilderneſſes 
into ponds of water in the following 
© | words, ye heare no cauſe aſſigned 
bue meer mercy,but whe he ſpeaks] 
of turning fruitful lands into barren. 
nes, now,itis forthe wickednes of 
indweliers. This isa moſt ſure rule 


therefore, All judgements are infli- 
| aed(|- 


| 


Low Rood oe HM ED. DR EET TY 
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| : 


_— 
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j Juſtice; Yea,ſo doth God order his 


of [111 andin the fin we hay. foreſee 


i-þ | dendy define, where puniſhmene| 
| isthere bath been. ſin; and where 


4 


lnorant,: impatients ,,, when. they 
{have found. themſelves xo ſmart 
{| wich Gods ſcourge, caſt a ſullen 
|frowne back upon him, wich (ur 


|ted mother ofthe. ſtriving ewins, 


(39) | a= 
$| Acd for fin; Chaſtiſements are out | | 


of love, but, puniſhmeat- otx, of 


judgements commonly,thatin the 
puniſhment WE: 11Aay, reade the 


the puniſhment z and: caniconhi- 


fo-is,there will be-puniſhmeat, --| 
|, I have heard and ſcene ſome ig- 


me cadis? or with the. maleconten- 


Why am 1 thus ? Alas, what mere, 
What miſerable ſtrangess arc the 
men at home? There 4$gothing in 


| |che world that they doe more miſ- 


know 


— —_— 
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| (46) 


knovy chen* thernſelves ; had they; 
evetbucliook't in,ifbut ar tthedgor' 
yea atthe windoww,yes arrhe Key: 
bole of cheit owne hearts or lives;| | 
eould not chooſe bit cry out,| 
with holy fsb, Thave ſinned what ball 
I det thee, O'thou preſerver 'of Men ?| 
They would ccolSacteigh &con- 
demine themſelves: and woutd ra- 
cher berhinke which'of thoſe ma: 
ny thouſand ſfinhes which they 
have mukiplycd- apainft' heaven, 
areeathy- to reckoning for;| 
would have nowordin their| 


— - - 


cout but"mea: ela, "MEE culpa, | 


| | ror ram for ſin,they' are ſo inſe- | 


—_—— 


Now as whicte puniſhtrient TEA 
there” wasin:ſo where ſin is there 
will beithere muſt be boiſhment 
Wehou dot;Gich God to Cain, Sin| 
lyes.ot tht doore;Gen.. 4:7) Sin,chat i is, 


— 


—— £& — wy 
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parable| 


(48) 


— —_ a a 


ey 


—_ that one, word: implyes 


YE char iwwvichin dooves, buricheſnfs 


es, | | frirgill is che puniſhmenczandthar 
ut, Fes bike a fierce maftive atthe door, 
bal lard is ready' ro:fipin our: throat 
1 *\f| whcn'we looke' forth: and ific do 
N-Fnorthen [ſeize bpon us; yer irdogs 
fa- | azatthe heeles;and: will be! farero 
1-\I[ffton vpon us at\6utrgreaceſt dif 
ey \f[advatitage.” Tum. gravjor' cum tardd. 
Yr, Yonthaynoufly:ill, wharbecomes 
11] ofrheir fin? Iumakes no-noyle;but. 
4. \F\follopves ' then flily (and filencly 
9 jachbelvildernds;irfoliowesrhem 
1c|I[hothe'to their farhtrs houſe;ic fol- 
it {owes them-intbiEgypr: all this 


m\{whiſe there is nomewes of it, but 
5, [hors it fourd them cooped:up 
&- 


| |chree dayes in Þ baraobs ward,now 
9 It 


= T= 


it bay ex a chem, and flics inthei 
ſain We are verily-zuilty concer * No 
our brother in that wiſew the anguiſh 
of his ſole co. Gen.19 2.) 2:4.) What 
ſhould-linftance in that, whereof 
noe Scriprure,notbookes, bur the 
whole world is full;che inevitable 
ſequenices of ſin: and puniſhment? 
Neither.caniit be otherwiſe ; Shall 
not the Tudge of all the earth doe right; 
ſaith Abrabam,Gen. 48,252 Right 
is t0 givecvery one his due: wages 
is due to work: inovy the Wayer: c 
/anirdeath: So thenit Rands upon] 
no lefſe ground: them-the very +Hie+4[ 
| ceſlary,and eſſentialjuſtice of God, | 
that where wickeddes hath ledthe| | þ 
{ way, there puriiſhniem muſt fol] 
low; There is more nced ro apply| 
then to. prove ſo cleare a: truth; | 
How then } beſeeth you, honora.| | 


le| 


SD I ——_— r= 


F 


WE 


(43). 


AFbtc and beloved, ſtands the caſe| 


- ol With us ? where is the man thar 


there is not ſtore 'of wickedneſle| 
S ſound in our. hands: Wo' is' mee; | 


truicfull land inco'barreaneſle, for 
the wickedneſle of usthat dwell in| 
Qit? I may notbe ſo ſawcy, to pre- 


{That Almighty arbicer- of che! 
{world hath a thouſand wayes to 


darc flatter us fo' much, as to ſay, 


wearein the eyes of all the world 
nolefle eminentin Gods fayours, 
then in our owne ſinfulneſle: [cis 
paſt our power to cither conceal, | 
ordenye,or excuſe our abomina- 
ble iniquities: Certainly;,. if we 
change not, we are ſure God will 
not , What can we then expeR, 
from that juſt hand ofthe Almigh- 

; bur that he ſhould rurne our 


ſage by what courſe he'will doeit;? 


his! 


et m__ 


= (44) 


—  [bisown onde ; buzicis nor. .an tm(j! 
probable note of the. Author; off 
our Faſciculus tempor um ; that they 
is trifaries curſus rerfim, Abnndantid 
indigentie,temperanti4;a three fol 
courſe: of things; of Abund: 
wanttempreance::. From .abur 
dance or excelle, ariſes. nine w 
and delicacy: from theſe ariſcs dil:YY* 
cord, and quarrells,and fromtheleſ** 
want; from want we beginne td jo 
learac:wit,and compole our fcivds 
ro temperance; that thrifty courſeſ®! 
raiſes abundance, Inicircuits embus of 
lant impiizas he ſpeakes:Now what 
ſhall wee ſay ? Of. the abundance 
and'delicacy we have farkeixed : 
ready too long; weare now inthe wh 
Cn part, that atiſes; from|ſ*" 
ampered. animoſity ; and}Y* 
__ an 5 next. bur owe mi! 
| ſcrable( 


' 


= vs A... 4 


' (45) 


—Alcrable indigence and diltrefle?we | 
: may pleaic our {clves in the ſecure 


4 , wo 4 . 
excondition of our happy unjon, in 


+;althe ſtrengh of our wooden walls 

d our naturall Bulwarkes , But 
fil temember what I have rcad of a 
noble and wiſe Captain, who 
Gywhen he was vehemently mo- 
1;;:hyced to take upon him the De- 
eſoſcnce of a ſtrong City, which was 


o- , 


«Jflinforced to. him by the fafe (ite, 
: «ffirong fortifications, plentifull am- 
rſePunition,and inexpugnable walls 
> fot it; Yea (ſaich he) but tell me I pray 
\ a} $J0#, bave you any covering betwixt it 
\ce41d heaven * bave you any defence 4- 
al:$g4in/? the vengeance of thas God, 
þ ef hex your ſins bave provoked? lfrhoſe 
;flins of yours ſhall draw dovwne 
:d{6odscurles ypon your: heads, to| 
n; ſwhac purpoſe ſhallicbe to indea-| 


VOLrr 


OE 
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(46) | 


——rettn—eneinoen ern nn 


_ 


vourto keep your enemy out of 
your gates ? The ſtory applies Y; 
ſte, In vaine ſhall we thinke t 
ſecure our ſelves and our ſlate fronfſſp 
carth,if we irritate heaven. * 

> Thereis no fin that is dumbF;, 
there is none that whiſpers; eycnily, 
oneis yocall, loud, clamorous tally 
ſolicit heaven for vengeance, buf, 
ſome are more ſhrill and imporf 
eunate then others; God hath beeniſ; 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh their noyſeYy 
Oppreſſion is one that hee hearafly 
above the reſt ; That hath rw, 
congues ,, both lowd ones, botlf, y 
prevalent ; The cry of the Oppreſſh,, 
ſed, and the cry ofthe Oppreſſionſg 
The Lord will enter into judgemen in 
with the Ancients of bis people, and thilfy 
Princes thereof. Wherefore ? Thih,, 
|ſpoile of the poore is. in their bouſesigr, 
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(47) 
t ff W hat.meane you that ye beat my peofle 
s Wlto pieces, and grinde the faces of the 
© tlfpoore, ſaith the Lord God of boaſts ? 
ro ay 3- 14 
Contempt of Gods Miniſters 
ob is another, and thats a paying ſin 
: gp uevetocrer it is, Jer. 25.4. Even 
Moſes himlelte thar was mitiſimus 
Wſuper terram, yet when he comes to 
POtfipeake of affronts offered to Levy, 
reeliſear lay; Smite through the loynes of 
y (either chat riſe agamſt bim,and of them 
ArBithaet bate bims,that they ao 
WaDeut.33.11. 
oth; Wharſhould [ vantioulapings The 
Cl ord bath a controverſie with the land, 
aith the Prophee Hoſea, By ſwea- 
ting and ling, and killing, and ſlea- 
we, and committing. adultery, they 
breake ot, and blood toucheth blood. 
| ierefore ſhall the Land mourne. 
D _ Ho of. 
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Hof. 4. 2. Doth hee nor ſpeake of 
our times, think you ? 

But above all theſe chere is a ſin 
which whereſoever it is,drowne 
the noylſe of all the reſt, and that i 
Sacriledge , which certainly, it 
what hand, in what nation ſoey 
(it is found, hurries downe an ir 
evitable judgment. 

Ie was a fearfull word char off 
the P/almi/t, Make their Nobles lik 
| Oreb and Zeeb, yea, all their Prince 
| like Zeba and Zalmunna, who ſai, 
Let us take to our ſelves the bouſes 
God in poſſeſſion: O my God juake t 
like a wheel. P/al 8 4.11, 12. 

Indeed, how can it be otherpſ© 
wile ? Will a man rob God, (ayes thi a 
Propher? Tee are curſed with a curſt s 
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| for ye have robbed mee, Malachy, 3. 9 j-h 
What ſhould I tell you cha 
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- offf tories of Baltsſar, of Heliodorus, of 
Craſſus,of Iulian, of the Templars, 


fin of Woolſey, and of his Maſter H. 8. 
ſhortly,ſhibw me the man, the fa- 
2t is) Mily, the nation that ever proſpe- 
fred after ſacriledge;I am ſure I have 
yer}a great Author tothe contrary; no 
 in{{lefſe thenone of the nine worthies, 
| Charles the great. Novimus(ſaith he) 
» of multa regna,C7 reges eorum propterea 
lik |cecidiſſe, quia eccleſias (poliarunt, re/- 
ucedl| que earum alienarunt, & militibus lo- 
(411 | ſtipendii dederunt. 
's off Wehave known, ſaith he,great 
benj|/Kingdoms,and the Kings of them 
therefore to. have miſcarried, be- 
herf caule they ſpoyled Churches, and 
thejAlicnated their poſſeſſions , and 
w/e _ them to their ſouldiers for 
2. 4 [their pay.If any man havea mind 
chdjto feoffe a curſe upon himſelf and 
Yol- D 2 his 
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his poſterity,let him defile his fin-}G 
gers with the holy things of God : ſo! 
Oh ler this portion be to. the ene-| (h 
mies of myLord the King and ourſſtir 
| deare country; Bur upon him and| VI 
his friends,and his peeres and peo-|th 
ple that abhorre this wickedneſle, flint 
let there be bleſſings from God e-ſſſtc 
ven uponthem and their ſeed forſus 
ever and ever. , q*: 
Finally then, fiace there is noſſhe 
wickednes which doth not main-hi 
ly contribute to the pulling down Þo 
of Gods vengeance upon us, and ſþe: 
our Land; Lec us in the feare off 
God joynallout forces together -Þt 
gainſt allthe raigning ſins of theſþn 
time: Ler us never thinke we can|ho! 
ſpend our ſelyes better,thenin ftri.|fo! 
ving againſt the ſtream of our prel. f 
ſing iniquitics : Wherefore hath|fo1 
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in-God pur the ſword into the hands 
d :fjofyougreat men, bur that you 
ne-| ſhould uſe ic to the effeRuall cut- 
Durſſting down of all wickednefle and. 
ndſvice ? Wherefore hath God pur 
20- | the ewo-edged {word of the Spirit 
fe, into the mouthes of us his Mini- 
I e-fſſters, but that we ſhould lay about | 


for] s zealouſly,in ſeaſon, and our of | 


| ealon, tothe hewing downe of 
noſſhe over-growne abominations of 
in- his finfull age? Yea how doth it 
wn oncerneevery one of you, who 
nd ſheare meethis day, if you would 
» ofÞc but wiſe men, and good patri- 
r a-|Þts,to put your hand to the work, 
theſþnd to bend your utmoſt indea- 
can|ours to the beating downe of 
tri. four owne fins, and. carcfully to 
rel. ſacke all the blinde corners of 
ath\four hearts to finde out the curſed 
30d 4har| 


—— 


% 


—_—— 
_— | 4b SW Woo oe ene 
-— _— 


edt Lee ee ee EE Oc: | YT RT CONNER : 
. in 


T9 


| {ofthe Son of his love, Jeſus (brij 


| 


Achan in your owne boſomes? 
Ohthat cach man would thus un- 
dertake to reforme one! How ſure 
ſhould we be that the good God 
of heaven would diyert - fearful 
judgements, and gracioully con- 
tinue the blefhngs of han 
proſperity,and together with them 
of an happy aq —TF; and the 
freedome of the bleſſed Goſpel to 
us. and our poſterity after us : 


which God vouchſafe unto us for 
his mercies ſake, and for the ſake 


the Iuſt, 8c, To whom &c. 


